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Dear Mr. Delehanty, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) for the proposed Del Mar Heights Elementary School Rebuild 
Project (Project). The Project site is on the Del Mar Heights School campus on Boquita 
Drive, directly adjacent to the Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve (TPSNR). The State 
of California, Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks) is a public trust agency 
that owns and operates TPSNR. In addition to being protected as a State Natural 
Reserve, TPSNR is included within the City of San Diego's Multiple Habitat Preserve 
Area (MHPA) boundary and is subject to protections offered by the Multiple Species 
Conservation Plan (MSCP). Because this land is environmentally very sensitive and 
important regionally we have several concerns regarding the proposed Project that 
need to be better addressed or redesigned before the Draft MND is completed. 

Drainage Improvements 
State Parks is concerned about site drainage because the soils, rareplants, wildlife 
habitats, and trails at TPSNR are highly susceptible to damage from concentrated storm 
water runoff. The existing storm water outfalls at the southern and western portions of 
the property have contributed to significant soil erosion, damage to trails, and 
proliferation of invasive weeds within TPSNR. State Parks is supportive of 
improvements to the management of storm water, but cautions against over reliance of 
outlet energy dissipaters as the primary storm water management tool for the project 
site. It is preferable that site drainage is managed onsite with minimal concentrations of 
flow or volume. Once installed State Parks would like a written commitment from The 
School District to monitor and maintain these structures regularly. 

Where feasible State Parks would prefer implementation of Low Impact Development 
(LID) practices to manage storm water in a way that removes suspended sediments and 
decreases the volume and energy of runoff across the site. Examples include vegetated 



swales, xeriscaping, water conseNation practices, and reducing impeNious surfaces 
across the site. LID practices also result in pollutant removal through settling, filtration, 
adsorption and biological uptake. Conversely, outlet energy dissipaters are designed to 
capture sediment but not pollutants, such as fertilizers. Reducing the volume of storm 
water at the outfalls should be prioritized. 

Revegetation 
State Parks is concerned that if improperly implemented the outfall drainage 
revegetation efforts could result in unanticipated significant impacts. We do not fully 
support the use of hydroseeding to revegetate the repaired outfall drainages. If it is 
used, the hydroseed mix should not include fertilizer because the added nitrogen favors 
non-native weeds and grasses that may spread into the MHPA. Hydroseeded areas 
should be irrigated regularly during establishment to ensure adequate plant cover. State 
Parks strongly supports using plant species (and genetic stock) from TPSNR. Cultivars 
or landscaping varieties may result in decreased fitness in the local plant populations 
and result in significant impacts to native habitats and locally rare species .. To decrease 
impacts to native vegetation in the MHPA, State Parks requests that seeds used for 
revegetation are collected from adjacent to the school site or at least within the Los 
Periasquitos watershed, within three miles of the coast. 
State parks is willing to facilitate seed collection on site or provide assistance in 
selecting appropriate nursery stock. State Parks strongly discourages the use of some 
of the plants proposed for revegetation, as they do not occur at TPSNR: Baccharis 
pilularis 'Pigeon Point', Penstemon centranthifolius, Arctostaphylos (species not 
specified), Encelia farinosa, Rhus ovata and Salvia leucophylla. State Parks 
recommends the following alternatives: Salvia mellifera, Salvia apiana, Encelia 
californica, Rhus integrifolia, Xylococcus bicolor and Eriogonum fasciculatum. 
Use adequate dust control measures during grading to reduce impacts to adjacent 
vegetation in the TPSNR. Avoid the use of road base or other dust generating ground 
cover materials. 

Biological Resources 
The Biological Resources Assessment did not include a focused sensitive plant suNey, 
despite the project study area including 0.8 acres of southern maritime chaparral. The 
Biological Resources Assessment asserts that no sensitive plant species were 
obseNed within the project footprint and as such, the project would not result in impacts 
to sensitive plant species. The MND and associated technical reports mentions the 
presence of but does not address potential impacts to Torrey pine (Pinus torreyana), 
wart-stemmed ceanothus (Ceanothus verrucosus) and Nuttall's scrub oak (Quercus 
dumosa) as occurring in the project study area. Additionally, the suNeyed area contains 
a Federally-listed as endangered plant species, Del mar manzanita (Arctostaphylos 
g/andulosa var. crassifolia). This species was incorrectly identified in Attachment A, 
Plant Species ObseNed as Eastwood manzanita (Arctostaphylos glandulosa) , a 
species that does not occur at TPSNR. At a minimum the MND and Biological 
Resources Assessment should address potential impacts to Del mar manzanita. This 
assessment should detail appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures associated 
with working in close proximity to this federally-endangered plant species. 
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Vegetation Management (Fuel Management) 
State parks is concerned that moving school structures closer to native habitat will result 
in impacts to existing native habitats from fuels reduction. Any fuel buffers should occur 
entirely within the developed portion of the School District Property. If additional fuel 
management zones are to occur within existing native habitats these areas would be 
considered significant unless adequate mitigation were provided. 

Lighting 
Several bird (owls, lesser night hawk, and others) and bat species that are active at 
night are known to use habitats in the vicinity of the Project. The MND does not provide 
sufficient detail regarding the security lighting to be installed onsite. The MND should 
provide a more detailed depiction of the proposed outdoor lighting and an assessment 
of the potential effects of this new lighting on the adjacent conserved lands. Lighting that 
illuminates adjacent sensitive habitats may result in significant impacts to sensitive 
wildlife species. 

Thank you for allowing us to review the MND and considering our comments and 
recommendations .. Should you have any questions or would like clarification of any of 
our comments please contact me at darren.smith@parks.ca.gov or (619) 952-3895. 

Sincerely, 

~M---
Darren Smith, Senior Environmental Scientist 

Cc: Lisa Urbach, North Sector Superintendent 
Dylan Hardenbrook, Supervising Ranger 
Cindy Krimmel , Park and Recreation Specialist 
Cara Stafford, Environmental Scientist 
Reading File 
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